A Letter from Author Kathleen McGowan

The Importance of Anne Boleyn for the 21st Century

The Truth Against the World! The battle cry of the Celtic warrior, Queen Boudicca, has been
my personal motto for the two decades that I have been on this journey to reveal the greatest
untold stories of history. It is emblazoned on over a million copies of my novels in over 40
languages all across the globe.

My quest for the truth against the world – to uncover the hidden stories of the most maligned
and misunderstood characters in history and bring them to life through the medium of historical
fiction – turned into a twenty year adventure across four continents. Human history is a mosaic,
a brilliant collage of glittering pieces, combining gems from art, archaeology, folklore and oral
tradition with existing academia to present a new version of the characters and events we once
thought we knew so well.

When I wrote my first novel with Mary Magdalene as my protagonist, The Expected One, I
never thought I would find a muse to equal that great lady. I did not believe there could ever be
a character as romantic, as powerful, as courageous and as tragic as the great Magdalena. I
certainly could not have dreamed then that Anne Boleyn would become the single greatest
inspiration of my writing life. How could I? I knew what everyone knows about Anne: she was
the second wife of Henry VIII, the one who lost her head because of her scandalous behavior.
But as I embarked upon three intense years of research for my novel of the Medici family and
the birth of the Renaissance,
The Poet Prince
, strange and unexpected ties pulled me into Tudor history unexpectedly. I didn’t set out to write
about Anne Boleyn at all. And had I approached the subject from the point of view of every
other historical novelist – using the work of Tudor historians solely as my base of information – I
would have never considered it. Nor would I have discovered this powerful and magnificent
personality, this “secret Anne” whom Henry VIII fell madly and hopelessly in love with, the Anne
who inspired him to change the world.

I resisted the growing desire to write about Anne for a long time. There were many volumes, old
and new, fiction and academic, devoted to Anne Boleyn’s life and times. The Tudors series was
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a smash hit on television and there were literally a million websites devoted to Anne or some
aspect of her life. A million. On April 8, 2010, a USA Today article declared that the American
fascination with Tudor history is “never going away” and further declared it to be “Tudormania”
and “a media obsession.” The article compared Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn to Brad Pitt and
Angelina Jolie! Clearly, the A-list supernova at the center of the Tudor galaxy was and is Anne
Boleyn.

Yet none of the existing books or websites, film or television portrayals, showed the Anne
Boleyn that I was coming to know. None of them told the poignant, tragic tale of a great love
gone terribly wrong or of a woman devoutly committed to creating a spiritual revolution in
Europe.

Anne would not leave me alone, and these elements of her story seized my imagination and
spurred my research, sending me on an amazing journey across Europe to find the real woman
behind the legend. What I found was stunning and completely unexpected. The connections
between Anne Boleyn and the most powerful and influential families in Europe, including the
Medici, Hapsburgs and Valois, were many – and enduring. Going back to the Boleyn
biographies and major works of fiction, I was shocked to find that none of them looked at Anne’s
early life or European connections in any depth, if they were even mentioned at all. Something
was clearly wrong here. Anne Boleyn was raised in Belgium and France by the most
fascinating, world-changing women in European history, and yet it is mentioned only in passing
at best. Her education in humanism – and heresy – was profound and provable, yet it has been
completely ignored in virtually all accounts of her life. Compounding the historical crime, some
of the most colorful female characters in history have been omitted from virtually all Boleyn
books, fiction and non.

Anne Boleyn is the poster girl for the abused historical woman, the queen of the maligned and
the misunderstood. The majority of what is used as research regarding her life comes from a
singular prolific source who was paid to discredit her. She is historically recorded almost solely
by her enemies, as her friends and defenders were unable to speak of her for fear of
persecution – and promise of a gruesome death. No one I have encountered historically has
been so terribly and deliberately decimated by history. But no one I have encountered has been
as pioneering, fearless or passionate, either. As a heroine, Anne is the most complex romantic
character I will ever know. She is a muse for the ages, and her story – her true story – is that of
a queen who changed the world through the sheer power of her courageous personality, and
the fierce nature of her love.

Anne’s true story has been screaming to be heard, and I could not ignore it. I vowed to tell it and
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to stop at nothing until I had accomplished that goal. As part of my quest to defend Anne’s
name and share the discoveries of my extraordinary research along this path, I acquired the
web domain www.AnneBoleyn.com. I will support my forthcoming novel, The Boleyn Heresy, as
well as a non-fiction book of research details, co-authored with my husband Philip Coppens,
Avenging Anne Boleyn, with what I hope will become the ultimate and definitive website on
Anne Boleyn’s life and accomplishments. The debut of this website will occur in the Spring of
2013.

A true Renaissance Queen, it is time that Anne Boleyn is finally remembered as the
unparalleled heroine that she was – in life, in love, and in death.

The truth against the world! So has it always been, so shall it ever be. And I will die with that
slogan on my lips, regardless of the opposition.

Kathleen McGowan

3/3

